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THE PROVIDER

Flower
Flower, flower grow for me,
Become a flower from a seed,
Grow your roots and a stem,
Let the water come right in

Flower, flower you are true,
You make me happy when | am blue,
You became a flower from a seed,
You did all that just for me
Olivia Taylor
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A WORD FROM YOUR PRESIDENT

Members:

| am a big list maker and thought | would share one of my lists with you:
Great food

Even better cookies

A chance to take some awesome classes
Visiting with friends old and new

24 hour swimming pool

Close to South Center and IKEA

Suites instead of just rooms

A weekend of pampering

These are some of the reasons | am looking forward to the 2011 Washington
State Family Child Care Conference.

The conference committee has been hard at work and the plans are falling
into place, so mark your calendars for April 29, 30, and May 1st, 2011. More
details to come. Hope to see you there.

Carol Wilson

Public Policy
by SueWinn -
i =
Hi everyone. =
As you know lots of ; J

work is going on in
our State around Early Learning issues. We have completed the draft for our
new WACS. after two and half years of work. We will be meeting at the end of
March with Bette Hyde, Director of DEL, to get her feedback of the draft. Public
forums will be starting after that. You can view the draft on the DEL web-

site. There is a place for public comment, so please let the Department know
what you think; they really want your input. Also try to get to the forums in your
area to learn about these potential rules. Remember - these are a draft, so
now is the time to get changes if you want them.

The Professional Development Consortium continues to work on professional
standards. We have formed some new committees to try and get things mov-
ing at a faster pace. | am continuing to fight for meeting providers where they
are and ongoing community training. We are working on all the ways to make
trainings easier for providers and of course how to pay for it. If you have any

thoughts, let me know.

WA KIDS is moving very rapidly. If you remember, this is the Kindergarten As-
sessment that the Dept. is developing along with OSPI. The pilot of this will
start this summer in 12 school districts across the state. We don't know in
which districts yet. It will be a voluntary system. It could be a good way for you
as providers to find out what your schools are looking for in your kids and what
you can do to help that process. One of the things being considered is allowing
providers to give teachers insights into the kids coming out of the child-

care. We are also hoping that there may be money for training and support for
providers wanting to participate.

| continue to work hard to protect the interests of providers, but please don't
hesitate to let me know your thoughts or concerns on these issues. Also, if you
haven't done it yet, go to the DEL website and become a key communica-

tor. This will give you the ability to comment and get notices of things going on
at the Dept.

Sue
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What's Happening

The Department of Early Learning (DEL) recently releaSkild Care Check For many, it looks similar to LCCISthe Licensed Child
Care I nformation System. Th at-andgfeehand theunsest is the sarheate providecparenmyato Ivok|e
up the license history of a provider, and the general nature of any valid complaints.
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More information on things like full license versus probationary license.

A vastly improved FAQ section. @Child Ca re CheCk

Washington State's Licensed Child Care Information System

A clearer outline for parents on other resources they can use to find child care.
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Changing the name to more clearly reflect the purpose of this tool, so that parents know just where to go to find out m
about providers.

i Make the feedback link more obvious so people can talk to us about how Child Care Check works for them.

Many thanks to those from the Columbia River Family Child Care Association who offered input in this process to makg tiaeneew
Child Care Checknuch more usefriendly. ¢ KA a4 Aay Qi GKS SyR 2F OKlFly3Saod 28 &GAft
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--Brandon Chapman, DEL Child Care Check Coordinator %
*New Health Insurance *New Insurance Available *
Available for Members* WSFCCA Members can enroll in Aflac benefits!

Aflac benefits pay cash directly to you and does not du-

UFEW[SE | ‘-;f plicate major medical. This is important today because

we have cepays, deductibles, andlost wages if we are
sick or hurt. There are many policies to choose from
and many different degrees of coverage. Aflac benefits
pay you regardless ofany other coverage you have, are
tax free and belong to you at anAssociation rate. If you
have employees, we can offer you an expandegack-
age. Your ability to work is your greatest asset and you
can protect that by choosing an Aflac benefit that will
pay you directly.
For more information please contact Lynn at 1 360
848-1267 or visit www. aflac.com.

Lifewise of Washington is a new Insurance
option available for providers, spouses and
their families.

Cameron Strong is the Agent for WSFCCA
members. He can be reached at his office a
206-283-8737. Cameron's email is
camstrongl@comcast.net.

Visit Lifewise on the web at
www.lifewisewa.com and take a look at

their many options available to suit your r.
needs. ac
r *

@_ We've got you under our wing.

ax
N R
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Activities to do for Spring

COUNTING FELT EGGS

1 Cut out 8 felt eggs and a felt basket

1 Place the eggs in the basket and recite
{1 the following rhyme

SIX EASTER EGGS

Six Easter eggs
Not one more.
Mom took two
That left four.
Four Easter eggs
Still quite a few
Dad took two
That left two.
Two Easter eggs
Oh, what fun.

| took two.

That left none.

Homemade Instrument

by Nancy Stewart
Www.nancymusic.com
(206) 232 -1078

Materials :
plastic Easter eggs
filling - rice and barley are recommended,
but you can also fill different eggs with
different things and have children com-
pare sounds
hot glue gun, and hot glue
Instructions:
Put a couple of tablespoons (you can experi-
ment with sound before sealing) of rice or
other filling in bottom half of egg. Run a bead
of hot glue along the inside edge of the TOP of
the egg. Carefully place top on and check to
be sure itds on straight
Comments:  The larger size egg is fun, but if
you use eggs the size of real eggs, you can
store them in egg cartons painted to match
the egg colors and children can sort them
when putting them away.

Recipes for Kids

Mouse Cupcakes
makes 8 "mice"

1 Chocolate Cake mix

8 scoops vanilla ice cream
16 sandwich or mint cookies
Small candies -red hots,
mé&ms or skittles

shoestring licorice

Prepare cake mix according to package for cup-
cakes.

Fill muffin cups 2/3 full. Bake and cool com-
pletely and remove from pan.

When cool, top each cake with a scoop of ice
cream then decorate to resemble a mouse, using
2 mint cookies for ears, candies for eyes, nose
and mouth. Cut and insert licorice for the whisk-
ers. If melting has occurred, place in the freezer
for 1/2 hour before serving.

Tip: | freeze the cupcakes for easier handling!

5

Cheesy Chicken Fingers

12 chicken tenders, or 16 pieces of chicken
breast filets cut into fingers

1 stick melted butter

1 1/2 cups of crushed cornflakes

1/2 cup shredded cheddar cheese

Preheat oven to 375 degrees.

Melt butter in a shallow bowl, put coarsely
crushed cornflakes into another shallow bowl and
mix in cheese.

Dip chicken pieces into butter first, then into
cornflakes/cheese mixture.

Arrange chicken on a baking stone, or in a rec-
tangdar haking Ran, bake at 375 degrees for
about 20 to 30 minutes, until chicken is done.
Turn chicken half -way through to ensure even
browning. Serve with French fries for a tasty
Lunch.

Serves 4 to 6.
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Complete first draft of revised Family Home Child Care rules now available online

The Department of Early Learning (DEL) invites public input on a preliminary working draft of the Family Home

Child Care Rules.  The draft rules were written by a Negotiated Rule Making Team (NRMT) charged with mak-
ing comprehensive recommendations to DEL on revising Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 170 -

296. Your comments and suggestions will help DEL write the next draft.

The draft rules are divided into 13 major parts (Introduction and Definitions will follow in the second dratft).
Within each part, the draft rules are compared with the ¢
dations and research.

The comment period is open through April 30, 2010. Remember, the rules are an early working draft

prepared by the NRMT. There will be more opportunities to see future drafts and give your input.

Comments or suggestions about the NRMT draft rules will be accepted: Online at the DEL Rules Comment
page ,at local public forums in April 2010 (details to be announced ) ,by fax to 360.725.4939, or by writing to
the: DEL Rules Coordinator, PO Box 40970, Olympia, WA 98504 -0970. www.del.wa.gov__for the draft.

The U.S. Census counts every resident in the United States, and is required by

United States
Cgaﬁas the Constitution to take place every 10 years

IT'S IN UR HANDS The 2010 Censgs W|I_I h(.alp communities receive more than $400 billion in federal funds
each year for things like:

 Hospitals
Job training centers
Schools
Senior centers
Bridges, tunnels and other - public works projects

Emergency services
The data collected by the census also help determine the number of seats your state has in the U.S. House of
Representatives.
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We can't move forward until you mail it back.

In March of 2010, census forms will be delivered to every residence in the United States and Puerto Rico.

When you receive yours, just answer the 10 short questions and then mail the form back in the postage - paid
envelope provided. If you don't mail the form back, you may receive a visit from a census taker , who will ask
you the questions from the form

The majority of the country will receive English T only materials. Households in areas with high concentrations
of Spanish -speaking residents may receive a bilingual (English/Spanish) form.

Any personal data you provide is protected under federal law
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